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NOTICE OF SEASONS FOR REJECTION 

Patent Application No. 2004-072514 

Drafting Date: April 2, 2007 
Mailing Date: April 10, 2007 

Examiner: Masaaki KOKAWA (3242 5D00) 

To: Seiji OKUDA, Patent Attorney 

Applied Sections of Japanese Patent Law: Sec. 17''" (3), Sec. 
29(1), Sec. 29(2) and Sec. 37 

The present application is rejected for the following 
reasons. Any argument must be submitted within 60 days from 
the mailing date of this document. 
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REASONS 



<REASON A> 

The amendments the applicant of the present application 
submitted on December 22, 2004 fail to comply with the 
requirements of Sec. n^^^ (3) of the Japanese Patent Law in 
the following respects because those amendments were not made 
within the scope of the specification or the drawings that 
had been originally attached to the present application. 

REMARKS 

The amended claims 25 to 32 of the present application 
now recite an apparatus for recognizing the type of a given 
optical disk, which includes ^'means for changing the focusing 
angles of a light beam according to the thickness of a light 
beam passage layer of the optical disk" and a method for 
recognizing the type of a given optical disk, which includes 
the step of ''changing the focusing angles of a light beam 
according to the thickness of a light beam passage layer of 
the optical disk". 
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However, neither the ^^means for changing the focusing 
angles" nor the "step of changing the focusing angles" is 
described or suggested in the specification and drawings that 
were originally attached to the present application. 
Therefore, the amendments were not made within the scope of 
the originally attached specification and drawings. 

It should be noted that since the subject matters of 
claims 25 to 32 for the amended specification or drawings are 
clearly outside of the scope of the specification or drawings 
that were originally attached to the application, the 
inventions defined by those claims were not examined in terms 
of novelty, inventive step and other requirements for grant of 
patent . 

<REASON B> 

The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of Sec. 37 of the Japanese Patent Law on the 
following points. 
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REMARKS 

The problem to be solved by the inventions defined by 
claims 1 through 24 of the present application in common is 
""to minimize collision between the focusing means and the 
optical disk". However, this problem had already been solved 
(see Cited Reference #1, for example) , and was no longer a 
problem to be solved, when the present application was filed. 
For that reason, the inventions defined by claims 1 through 24 
of the present application do not comply with the requirement 
of Sec. 37 (i) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Also, to recognize the type of a given optical disk by 
"the smallest, first one of multiple different numerical 
apertures", which is a specified technical feature of the 
present invention that was devised to solve the problem 
shared by claims 1 through 24 of the present application in 
common, had already been well known in the art before the 
present application was filed, as can be seen from Document 
#1. That is why the inventions defined by claims 1 through 24 
of the present application have no characteristic part that 
defines a novel specified technical feature of the present 
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invention to solve the problem, and therefore, fail to comply 
with the requirement of Sec. 37(2) of the Japanese Patent Law. 

Besides, the inventions defined by those claims 1 
through 24 of the present application do not comply with any 
of the requirements of Sec. 37 (iii) , 37 (iv) and 37 (v) of the 
Japanese Patent Law. 

Since the present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of Sec. 37 of the Japanese Patent Law, the 
inventions defined by no claims but claims 1 to 3 were 
examined in terms of novelty, inventive step, and other 
requirements for grant of patent. 

It should be noted that the inventions defined by claims 
4, 5, 7, and 11 through 15 of the present application were 
examined this time only in terms of novelty, inventive step 
and other requirements for grant of patent because the 
Examiner found it efficient to examine those inventions along 
with that defined by claim 1 of the present application. 
However, the applicant should take good care in the rest of 
the prosecution such that the present application satisfies 
the unity of invention requirement. 
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<REASON C> 

The inventions defined by the following claims of the 
present application are rejected under Sec. 29(1) (iii) of the 
Japanese Patent Law as either being anticipated by the 
following cited references that were published in Japan or in 

a foreign country, or being available to general public 
through telecommunications lines, prior to the filing of the 
present application. 

<REASON D> 

The inventions defined by the following claims of the 
present application are rejected under Sec. 29(2) of the 
Japanese Patent Law as being obvious to those skilled in the 

art in view of either the subject matter described in the 
following cited references that were published in Japan or in 
a foreign country, or the subject matter that was publicly 
available through an electric telecommunication lines, prior 
to the filing of the present application. 
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REMARKS 

(As for cited references, see List of Cited References) 
Claims 1 to 5, 7 and 11 to 15, 
Reasons C and D 
Cited References #1 and #2 
Notes 

Cited Reference #1 discloses an optical disk drive for 
reading from, and writing to, at least two types of optical 
disks with mutually different numerical apertures by 
recognizing the type of a given optical disk with the disk 
irradiated with a light beam through an objective lens having 
the smallest numerical aperture (see, in particular. 
Paragraphs #0008 through #0054 and FIGS. 1 through 20 of Cited 
Reference #1) . 

Therefore, there is no significant structural difference 
between the inventions defined by claims 1 to 4 of the present 
application and the subject matter of Cited Reference #1. 

As for the inventions defined by claims 5 and 7 of the 
present application, see Paragraph #0026 of Cited Reference 
#1. 



Regarding the inventions defined by claims 11 to 14 of 
the present application, the wavelength of a light source and 
the numerical aperture of focusing means in an optical disk 
drive would have been appropria,tely determined by those 
skilled in the art according to the type of the given optical 
disk. 

And as for the invention defined by claim 15 of the 
present application. Cited Reference #1 teaches recognizing 
the type of a given optical disk by determining whether the 
read signal is a desired signal or not (see Paragraph #0026 of 
Cited Reference #1 and, if necessai;y. Paragraphs #0096 through 
#0110 and FIGS. 11 through 14 of Cited Reference #2). 

If another reason for rejection is newly found, another 
notice of reasons for rejection will be sent to the applicant. 

LIST OF CITED REFERENCES 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2002- 
319150 

2. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 11- 
306650 



#li 2004-072514 
¥s5c 1 9 ¥ 4 ^ 2 0 

*M mn 32425D00 

km mm m 

^17*02^3^. ^29^^131, ^29^ 

^231, ms 7^ 



<mii3A> 



f^^. '^mm&ti:'^nrcmmmx\mm\z^nmmm2 5-32 



m 



IB 



<a*B> 



Mg#^: 2032450308 %jl#^:161897 ^jjB '.^^ig^ 2 

IE 

it^ii 1-24 \zmm^n^mm\z^mr^mm\t m^^^tyt'r^T.^t 

sfe. ±nmMm 1-24 iztm^nmmiz^mtm^^b^'D tr^mm 

mi - 2 4\z$m-^n^mm\t. mm^s 7 ^^2^0m%mrc-^m\ 
4^, m^^\zm&t^mm^'fn(Dm{mmf^■^u\^\ 

{tm. mimA:, 5, 7, 1 1 - 1 5fc#^^0jt), if5i<]snrf^§^Bji:s 



z.(DWxm(D-r%mtmmz\mmmt. ^(D^mM\zB^mp^x\mm\z^\^> 

<JiSD> 

;i0i±iii0TiE©if*]Sfc{^^%0j^s, ^(D^mm\zB:^mn'z\mm\z^^^ 
X. m-^nTcyBoWiym\zmm-^nrz%mx\mnMm^m^m^:'X'^mz 
%m^mtt^^fcmm\zm\^'^x. ^(D^mm\z^(o^momt^^m(Dji^m\z^ 
\-y^m'^(D^mmr^^ifi^^\zmm-t^^t.ifix^fz^(Dxhm-^^. m 
2 9 2 monmz^ d mm^m^ - ty^^^Tt ;^vi„ 

IB {^\mxm.m\z^\^^xmmxmM-'^^m) 
tmm: 1-5, 7, 1 1-1 5 
aa : c, D 

: 1 , 2 



2032450308 %^^:161897 %iiB :¥fiiol9¥ 4^VdB 3 

[0008] - [005 4] Rr;0i-2o (mz^-mm 

m^m5, 7 \zw^^mm\zrD\,^x\t. m-xmo [0026] ^mm-^nrz\^\ 
m^mi 1-1 4\zw^^mmz-o\^^x. yt^^ x^mm\z^t^i^ytm(Dmm^ 

if^Jll ^\Z{^'^%mz-D\^^X. [0 0 2 6] \Z\X. teff^^t 

o (^^^^Sl?$.n«, 3S:fi^2 0 [o 0 9 6] - [0 110] sami 1 - 1 4t># 



^ X m m - % 

1. #ii 2002-31915 Qwm. 
2 . iltUsp 1 1 -3 0 6 6 5 0 ^'im 



GllB 7/00-7/22 



IE 

TEL 03 (3581) 1101 1*1^ 3550 



2032450308 %k#^:161897 :¥^19¥ 4mOB 4/E 

FAX 03 (3 58 0) 6906 



Deposit Account Statement 



Page 7 of 9 



06/21 7352 


1 1 799'^'^4 


n'=;94Rn-'^Ri r ii-iPni9Pn iq\ 


1642 




$11 


nR/91 7'^^'^ 

\Jk>I£. I I OQO 


1 1 f ZjlOOH 


Uv)/;*tDU-oouo ^ivunru iZroUoj 


1633 


$200.00 


$11 


06/21 7561 


11766129 


9982-40US (1341 US) 


1011 


$300.00 


$11 


06/21 7562 


11766129 


9982-40US (1341 US) 


1111 


$500.00 


$11 


06/21 7563 


11766129 


9982-40US (1341 US) 


1311 


$200.00 


$11 


06/21 11549 78567282 


208899.0044 


7004 


$300.00 


$11 


06/22 247 


11766129 


209982.0040 


8021 


$40.00 


$11 


06/22 2188 


78130292 


209896.5006 


8521 


$40.00 


$11 


06/22 2189 


78130292 


209896.5006 


8522 


$25.00 


$11 


-06722 2505 


76570511 


600178.0005 


7003 


$200.00 


$11 


06/22 3259 


77212395 




7007 


$275.00 


$11 


06/22 25 


10062796 


OoZfiv-iMvZ 


1454 


-$1,370.00 


$11 


06/22 8529 


60908487 


210000.0074 


8007 


$20.00 


$11 


06/22 8555 


10297274 


1 0059-451 US (P25775-01 ) 


1251 


$120.00 


$11 


06/22 8849 


11766830 


10000-84US (100287 US/WO) 


1011 


$300.00 


$11 


06/22 8850 


11766830 


10000-84US (100287 US/WO) 


1111 


$500.00 


$11 


06/22 8851 


11766830 


iUUUU-o4Uo (lUvZol Uo/WO) 


131 1 


$200.00 


$11 


06/22 10392 60945637 


8847-464U1 


1005 


$200.00 


$11 


06/22 10663 


10365949 


9448-1 33US (G0249US) 


1251 


$120.00 


$11 


06/22 10926 78901944 


683721 .0004 


7004 


$450.00 


$11 


06/25 177 


11181422 


20791 1 .0034 


8021 


$40.00 


$11 


06/25 390 


11627088 


681 954-1 66U6P1 1 4890047CON 


1011 


$300.00 


$11 


06/25 392 


11627088 


681 954-1 66U6P1 1 4890047CON 


1311 


$200.00 


$11 


06/25 394 


11627088 


681 954-1 66U6P1 14890047CON 


1253 


$1,020.00 


$11 


06/25 393 


11627088 


681 954-1 66U6P1 1 4890047CON 


1051 


$130.00 


$10 


06/25 391 


11627088 


681 954-1 66U6P1 1 4890047CON 


1111 


$500.00 


$10 


06/25 562 


11767086 


10000-86US (100288 US/WO) 


1011 


$300.00 


$10 


06/25 563 


11767086 


1 0000-86US (1 00288 US/WO) 


1111 


$500.00 


$10 


06/25 564 


11767086 


10000-86US (100288 US/WO) 


1311 


$200.00 


$10 


06/25 565 


11767086 


10000-86US (100288 US/WO) 


1201 


$200.00 


$10 


06/25 3 


10805965 


1 0407-82US (A31 03MT-US1 ) 


1806 


$180.00 


$10 


06/25 7544 


11738670 


208567.0857 


8021 


$40.00 


$10 


06/25 7942 


78547094 


209896.0120 


7004 


$600.00 


$10 


06/25 9503 


77214407 


209423.0083 


7001 


$325.00 


$10 


06/25 116 


11041745 


600630-30US(561 340) 


1253 


$1,020.00 


$10 


06/26 2019 


11277952 


10407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


1501 


$1,400.00 


$10 


06/26 2023 


11277952 


10407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


8001 


$30.00 


$10 


06/26 2022 


11277952 


10407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


1504 


$300.00 


$10 


06/26 2203 


10601212 


0001377USX 


1202 


$300.00 


$10 


06/26 2205 


10601212 


0001 377USX 


1251 


$120.00 


$10 


06/26 2204 


10601212 


0001 377USX 


1201 


$200.00 


$10 


06/26 2308 


11277952 


1 0407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


1501 


$1,400.00 


$10 


06/26 2314 


11277952 


10407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


8001 


$30.00 


$10 


06/26 2312 


11277952 


1 0407-41 U4 A2030MT US5 


1504 


$300.00 


$10 


06/26 2662 


29248376 






C/1AA AA 




06/26 2663 


29248376 


9896-208US 


8001 


$30.00 


$10 


06/26 3002 


29237724 


052460-6US(M/ERB-1 85US) 


1502 


$800.00 


$10 


06/26 3003 


29237724 


052460-6US(M/ERB-1 85US) 


8001 


$30.00 


$10 



https://ramps.uspto.gov/eram/ControUerijsessionid-0000g3ewAP8OwVjUnw-3u3KIAu: 1 ... 7/2/2007 



